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Dear as remembered kisses after death,
And sweet as those by hopeless fancy feign*d
On lips that are for others ; deep as love,
Deep as first love, and wild with all regret;
0 Death in Life, the days that are no more.

Tennyson's aim as a poet was to make the sound
exactly fit the sense. When asked for his best line, he
gave without hesitation

The mellow ouzel fluting in the elm:

showing that the production of appropriate sound
took precedence with him of philosophy or ideas.
Indeed, the philosophy of the Idylls of the King is the
least remarkable thing about them. Browning, on the
other hand, was absorbed by philosophical and
psychological speculation. His style also, wilfully
abrupt and colloquial as it was, fitted the sense of
his poems, which were almost all concerned with
the queer kinks and turns and the unexpected
greatnesses of men's minds.